Benefits of Registering as Blind or Partially Sighted 

Local authorities are required to keep a register of blind and partially sighted people living in their area. At present there are 38,366 individuals registered

With local authorities as being blind or partially sighted this helps in the administration of statutory services and benefits.  

The local authorities may keep and manage the registers themselves or contract this out to a local organisation.  

To be eligible for registration a person has to meet certain medical criteria and be certified by an ophthalmologist as blind or partially sighted.  

Registration is voluntary. Benefits include the blind person’s personal income tax allowance, reduction in the cost of the TV licence, car parking concessions

Under the Blue Badge Scheme, free postage on items marked “Articles for the Blind”, help with telephone installation charges and line rental, adaptive equipment and specialist support, the disabled person’s railcard and access to local travel schemes. 

